Theme:  THE VALUE OF PLACE
Every person exists in several “places/roles” simultaneously.  I am a woman, daughter, student, teacher, an American, and an Earthling. Each of these places/roles has a certain set of requirements/expectations that may or may not overlap.  To understand “our place” we need to distinguish which of the role we are playing.

It is my proposal to explore with the students the roles we each have, and how to optimize their success.  It is also my goal that as students explore this theme, they will begin to realize that each place they occupy and each role they play has value.  The six areas of Life Skills will be used as a format to incorporate this curriculum.   This is a partial list of objectives.  More will be added (or deleted) as the curriculum is implemented.  I will “flesh” out this curriculum by designing activities, which will be included in the proposal, along with necessary materials.

A.  Interpersonal Communication Domain:

Objectives:  1) Student/teacher will identify the different roles they have and the place that role occupies.  2) Student/teacher will describe, and demonstrate the appropriate social interaction/behaviors needed for each place/role.  3) Student/teacher will increase their awareness of body language (their own and of others) 4) Student/teacher will become aware of the different ways people perceive “reality”. 5) Student/teacher will explore alternate ways of problem solving.  

B.  Personal Maintenance:

Objectives:  1) Student/teacher will understand the changes in grooming needs for each role/place (i.e. playing in the park, attending religious service, going on a date, job interview, etc.). 2) Student/teacher will explore how grooming needs changes as their body matures and ages.  3) Student/teacher will learn how food choices depends upon our spatial location (large city vs. rural; industrialized country vs. developing country). 4) Student/teacher will discuss and incorporate into daily life the ways to maintain optimal health. 5) Student/teacher will explore how dietary requirements depend upon age, physical condition, job, etc.  

C. Domestic Maintenance:

Objectives:  1) Student/teacher will locate present location on variety of maps (city, state, country, global, solar system, and galaxy).  2) Student/teacher will explore how spatial location influences personal decisions. 3) Student/teacher will examine how personal choices influences spatial location.  4) Student/teacher will discuss and list the factors that must be considered when deciding where to live.  5) Student/teacher will compare renting vs. owning a home.

D. Recreation/Leisure:

Objectives: 1) Student/teacher will explore how present locality influences personal choices (different sports/games played around the earth for example).  2) Student/teacher will learn how leisure activities change over person’s lifetime.  3) Student/teacher will discuss how use of free time can influence spatial place.

E. Functional Academics:

Objectives: 1) Student/teacher will write, draw, and play-act the roles they play in specific places. (Tie in with Interpersonal Communication).  2) Student/teacher will locate various places on different maps (Tie in with Domestic Maintenance). 3) Student/teacher will view satellite maps and compare them to more traditional maps (Tie in with Domestic Maintenance).  4) Student/teacher will use relief maps to gain understanding of how the earth is three-dimensional (Tie in with Personal Maintenance).  5) Student/teacher will learn and apply how food choices affect the body and health (Tie in with Personal Maintenance).  6) Student/teacher will explore the effects of smoking, using illegal drugs and drinking alcohol has on the body. (Tie in with Personal Maintenance).  7) Student/teacher will learn how the body changes as a person ages (Tie in with Personal Maintenance)  8) Student/teacher will discover how each person will perceives reality differently, and how this might lead to conflict. (Tie in with Interpersonal Communication).

F. Vocational:

Objectives: 1) Student/teacher will explore how locality influences career choices (Tie in with Domestic Maintenance).  2) Student/teacher will discuss appropriate behaviors for job interviews, and working (Tie in with Interpersonal Communication).  3) Student/teacher will list grooming needs for job interviews and role as an employee (Tie in with Personal Maintenance).
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Life Skills Program

The instructional objectives are organized within six domains of instruction, representing the major areas of life activity.  These are identified and defined below:

1. Personal Maintenance.  Skills that is necessary to care for oneself, including eating, grooming, dressing, toileting and health care.

2. Domestic Maintenance.  Skills that are necessary to participate in home life in the community.  This includes skill areas associated with food preparation, shopping, cleaning, laundry, etc.

3. Recreation/Leisure.  Skills that are used to engage in free time activities for pleasure.  This includes such areas as individual sports, travel, spectator activities hobbies, games, etc.

4.  Functional Academics.  Skills which represent an application of an academic skill (e.g., reading, writing, math) to a real life situation at home, on the job, or in the community.  This includes skills such as handling money, telling time, reading sight words, etc.

5. Vocational Skills.  Skills which are necessary to secure and maintain a job.  This includes skills involved in specific jobs (e.g., office & clerical skills, restaurant & kitchen skills) as well as work habits and job related behavior.

6. Interpersonal Communication and Social Skills.  Skills which are necessary to communicate and interact with others.  This includes skills required to respond to others, follow directions, indicate preferences, express onself, etc.

Taken from the School District of Philadelphia, Life Skills Curriculum

